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SODIUM VALPROATE
Cardiff & Vale health board have now begun work to construct pathways to deal with sodium valproate prescribing particularly for patients of child-bearing potential. The aim of the work is to protect patients and prescribers by formalising the processes and looking at shared care protocols due to the drug having strict licencing requirements and the requirement for such patients to have effective contraception.  There is also an aim to set up multi-disciplinary teams to discuss more difficult cases including those of patients who are non-compliant.
In light of this work, the following actions by GPs are therefore recommended:
· identify and recall all women and girls on Valproate who may be of childbearing potential

· provide the Patient Guide to the patient (or her parents or responsible person as necessary)
· check the patient has been reviewed by a specialist in the last year (i.e., they have an in-date Risk Acknowledgement Form) and are on highly effective contraception.
COVID IMMUNISATIONS FOR HOUSEBOUND PATIENTS
The LMC is aware of some practices who have been unable to confirm whether all of their housebound patients have received at least first doses of the COVID vaccine. The LMC has been assured by Cardiff & Vale health board that all housebound patients would have received at least a first dose by the end of last week. In Cwm Taf Morgannwg, the District Nursing team are vaccinating those on their lists with the practices picking up the remaining patients. A team has also been put in place to assist DNs and practices who are having difficulties in servicing these patients. 

Practices are encouraged to contact the LMC with any difficulties with housebound patients, MVCs or any issues COVID related. Our Medical Secretary attends both COVID programme boards and can therefore discuss these issues directly with the relevant parties in a timely manner.
Discussions were now due to begin with both health boards regarding the COVID booster campaign and the LMC would be involved in these discussions. 
COVID BONUS PAYMENT FOR PRIMARY CARE
The FAQs and claim form for the bonus payment has not yet been published. A draft copy has been received by GPC Wales and comments/feedback sent back to Welsh Govt. The FAQs will contain information on claiming for both practices and locums and is expected to be release in a few weeks.
ORDERING OF FLU VACCINES
The CMO letter regarding flu vaccine choice for 60-64 year olds is due to be published shortly. Whilst there are 2 vaccines available for this age group, one is significantly more expensive than the other despite there being no difference in clinical effectiveness. A letter will therefore be sent from the health board to suggest practices use the cheaper vaccine where possible for this year’s flu campaign.

JOB VACANCIES
GP Practice vacancies currently on the LMC website BroTaf LMC: Practice Vacancies
· Salaried GP, Butetown Medical Practice, Cardiff (closing date: 14.05.21)

· GP Partner, Park Lane Surgery, Tonyrefail, RCT (closing date: 14.05.21)

· Receptionist, Cathays Surgery, Cardiff (closing date: 14.05.21)

· Salaried GP, Mount Pleasant Practice, Chepstow (closing date: 14.05.21)

· Salaried GP, The Foundry Town Clinic, Aberdare (closing date: 16.05.21)

· Maternity Locum (leading to option of salaried post and possible partnership), Abercynon Medical Centre, Abercynon (closing date: 16.05.21)

· Departmental Operations Manager, Cardiff & Vale uHB, Cardiff (closing date: 16.05.21)

· Practice Nurse, Llwynypia Surgery, Tonypandy, Rhondda (closing date: 20.05.21)

· Salaried GP, Brynderwen & Minster Surgeries, Cardiff (closing date: 21.05.21)

· Practice Manager, North Cardiff Medical Centre, Cardiff (closing date: 24.05.21)

· Salaried GP, Western Vale Family Practice, Western Vale of Glamorgan (closing date: 25.05.21)

· Salaried GP, Whitchurch Medical Centre, Whitchurch, Cardiff (closing date: 28.05.21)

· Receptionist, The Foundry Town Clinic, Aberdare (closing date: 28.05.21)

· Locum GP Maternity Cover, Isca Medical Centre, Newport (closing date: 30.05.21)

· Salaried GP with view to partnership/long term locum, The Rugby Surgery, Newport (closing date: 30.05.21)

· Salaried GP, Cwm Garw Practice, Garw Valley, Bridgend (closing date: 31.05.21)

· Practice Manager, Bron-y-Garn Surgery, Maesteg Hospital, Maesteg, Bridgend (closing date: 01.06.21)

· Inter-practice Salaried GP, Court Road Surgery, Barry (closing date 14.06.21)

· Salaried GP, Llantwit Major & Coastal Vale Medical Practice (closing date: 24.05.21) 
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