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RESPIRATORY SERVICES IN CWM TAF MORGANNWG
Cwm Taf Morgannwg Health Board have advised us that they had been contacted by respiratory services to make GPs aware of the issues being experienced in the sleep apnoea clinic. A short briefing with FAQs and department contact information has been requested to send out to practices.

The issues arise from a recall of the Phillips Home Ventilation machines (which is used by all sleep apnoea clinic patients in Wales due to an All Wales contract). The recall of the machines has led to a shortage in the supply of other makes of the machines and so a phased replacement is being conducted. Patients are being informed and risk assessments taking place. A national letter has gone to all affected patients explaining what to do if they have concerns (contact the sleep clinic not their GP) and to assure them that their machine will be replaced in time.

To be clear, the sleep clinic is not asking for GPs to refrain from referring, but simply to understand the current difficulties and advise patients accordingly that only those with high need will be started straight away using the existing machine stock. This may result in patient complaints, especially those who are unable to drive who may ask GPs to sign their DVLA forms. The DVLA guidance is clear on who should be advised not to drive.

COMMISSIONING OF THE DIABETES DES IN CWM TAF MORGANNWG
Due to keen interest from CTM practices and clusters to deliver diabetes care at an enhanced level, the details for the DES for Monitoring of Insulin, Initiation of GLP1s and Monitoring of GLP1s have been sent through to the LMC for consideration. The health board were seeking LMC approval in principle to commission these 3 modules and were hoping (with approval) to do earlier than the usual 3 months. For smaller practices who would like to participate the health board would look at networking them with bigger neighbouring practices and would put an addendum in to the DES to reflect this. There would also be a need to ensure the diabetic nurses in primary care were aware of this service and could support with practice educational needs. 

COMMISSIONING OF THE DERMATOLOGY DES IN CWM TAF MORGANNWG
The service specifications for the CTM Dermatology DES have been worked through and alterations made to support the removal of BCCs in primary care. This DES would require close collaboration between dermatology and primary care. The specs will be sent to the LMC and again, pending approval, would look to be commissioned sooner than the normal 3 months wait time.

As part of the specs GPs would be signed off by a consultant after their first 5 procedures then normal accreditation would take place through the annual appraisal process. It was acknowledged that not all practices would want or have the time/capacity to undertake this enhanced service and so it was intended to roll it out on a cluster basis.
RMBF And CAMERON FUND DONATIONS
As the LMC’s chosen charities, it was agreed to donate £1000 each to both the RMBF and The Cameron Fund,  both very worthy charities and relevant to the medical profession.
QUALITY OF DISCHARGE SUMMARIES FROM UHW
We have recently been made aware of a reduction in the quality of/number of discharge summaries and reporting from UHW departments. Particular issues appear to arise from where patients are spending time on the Surgical Assessment Unit or Medical Assessment Unit instead of being admitted to a ward. If any practices have examples of this could they please report them using the usual DATIX system with a copy to the LMC.
RETINAL MONITORING FOR CARDIFF & VALE PATIENTS ON HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE
Additional funding has recently been found within Cardiff & Vale UHB to commission a retinal monitoring service for patients on HCQ. The service will consist of 10 optometrists with a supervising consultant, the details of which will be released when confirmed.
STUDENT PRACTICES IN CARDIFF & VALE
Any practices who are able to demonstrate a significant drop in practice income to due non-returning students following the pandemic may be eligible for additional funding from the health board. Any practices who feel they may be eligible for this funding should contact C&V PCIC in the first instance to discuss.
WAST ISSUES
Due to the worsening situation with WAST, Cardiff & Vale UHB have been holding crisis talks with WAST. The LMC continues to raise concerns regarding WAST through all available avenues and has been invited to be included in discussions with the health board. In the meantime, LMC advice is that GPs should take the action that they think is in the best clinical interests of the patient regarding transport to emergency care.
3% PAY INCREASE – NO UPDATE
There has been no further update on when practices will receive the funding for the 3% staff pay award. This is due to an impasse in GPC Wales negotiations with Welsh Govt. The issue was discussed at the Full LMC meeting with some practices advising that they have already awarded their staff the pay rise as a means of retention whilst waiting for the negotiations issues to be resolved.

RETIREMENT OF LMC MEMBER

Dr Bill Harris, a long-standing member of the LMC within the constituency of Rhonnda Taf Ely has recently announced his retirement from the LMC. The committee wishes to thank Dr Harris for his contributions over the years and wishes him a long and happy retirement.

Dr Harris’ retirement creates a vacancy within the LMC for the RTE constituency and therefore information will sent from the LMC office in due to course seeking a new member from RTE.
JOB VACANCIES
GP Practice vacancies currently on the LMC website BroTaf LMC: Practice Vacancies
Job









Closing Date

Salaried GP with view to Partnership, Butetown Medical Practice, Cardiff 
19.11.21
General Practitioner, St Davids Court Surgery, Cardiff 



19.11.21
6 month GP locum, Ashgrove Surgery, Pontypridd 



19.11.21
Salaried GP 4-5 sessions, Kings Road Surgery, Pontcanna, Cardiff 

26.11.21
Receptionist, Albany Surgery, City Road, Cardiff 




26.11.21
Administrator with secretarial duties, Birchgrove Surgery, Cardiff 

26.11.21
Salaried GP, Llantwit Major & Coastal Vale Medical Practice, Llantwit Major
26.11.21
Salaried GP, Tonyfelin Medical Centre, Caerphilly 



30.11.21
Salaried GP, The Foundry Town Clinic, Aberdare 




30.11.21
Salaried GP, Abercynon Medical Centre, Abercynon



30.11.21
Salaried GP, The Rugby Surgery, Newport 




30.11.21
Salaried GP, Mount Pleasant Practice, Chepstow




30.11.21
Advanced Nurse Practitioner, Pontprennau Medical Centre, Cardiff 

30.11.21
GP Partner, Llandaff Fields Medical Practice, Riverside Health Centre, Cardiff 
30.11.21
Practice Nurse Manager/Advanced Nurse Practitioner,
Llandaff Fields Medical Practice, Riverside Health Centre, Cardiff 

30.11.21
Salaried GP, Rumney Primary Care Centre, Rumney, Cardiff 


30.11.21
Phlebotomist, Ashgrove Surgery, Pontypridd




05.12.21
Salaried GP, The City Surgery, Cardiff 





31.12.21
Salaried GP, Parc Canol Group Practice, Church Village, Pontypridd 

31.12.21
Salaried GP, Morlais Medical Practice, Merthyr Tydfil 



31.12.21
Salaried GP, Malpas Brook Health Centre, Malpas Road, Newport 

31.01.22
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